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On Feb. 13, the Multicultural Philosophy Statement, one of Taylor’s core documents, was revised
and ratified after meetings, proposals, edits and feedback.
The edited statement outlines
how Taylor wants to embrace
diversity and live out the Bible’s call to love one another no
matter our ethnic, cultural, socio-economic and national divisions, as the Gospel transcends
all those things.
Following God’s call to love,
along with living humbly, repenting, seeking forgiveness and offering forgiveness are also detailed
in the statement.
An initial announcements
email was sent campuswide on
Dec. 13, 2019 to inform the Taylor
community that the Multicultural
Philosophy Statement Task Force
(MPSTF) was updating the statement and wanted feedback from
students, faculty and staff.
The email explained how in
February 2018 a Board of Trustees
Multicultural Task Force was created to start a revision of the Multicultural Philosophy Statement.
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After more meetings between
the Board of Trustees and the
task force, it was decided in the
summer of 2019 the MPSTF would
produce a revised Multicultural
Philosophy Statement.
In Oct. 2019, the MPSTF, cochaired by Rev. Greg Dyson Special Assistant to the President
for Intercultural Initiatives and
Trustee Shá Wilfred, presented
an initial first draft to the Board
of Trustees. After feedback from
the board, coupled with more research, the MPSTF presented Taylor with a draft of the statement,
which was sent via email to the
Taylor community, along with a
survey on Dec. 13.
In early 2020, the MPSTF used
some of the feedback from the
survey and more direct feedback
to re-edit the statement and cut
it down to a single page.
Dyson said since the text is not
a legal document, moreso a philosophy Taylor wants to live by,
making the statement more than
one page is unnecessary.
“Even though we didn’t put all
of (the suggestions) in the statement, we’re going to address and
engage them in other ways on
campus,” Dyson said.
While Dyson said the Life Together Covenant (LTC) mentions
the same general ideas of the
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Taylor supports diversity through representation of all cultures.

Multicultural Philosophy Statement, the statement supports a
more specific text Taylor wants
to follow.
In an official statement from
Interim President Paige Cunningham, she explains the importance
of acting out these ideas.
“As part of its regular review
process, the Board of Trustees
affirmed revisions to our Multicultural Philosophy Statement,
and underlined the importance
of being a welcoming, hospitable community that proactively
strives for the diversity that expresses the beautiful body of Jesus Christ,” Cunningham wrote.
“While admitting we will never be
perfect, we move forward with a

commitment to living out the Life
Together Covenant in acknowledging shortcomings, forgiving,
affirming, and celebrating one another. The statement is more than
words on a piece of paper. It is a
document that we must live out,
not only in how we talk about it,
but in what we actually do.”
Professor of Sociology Michael Jessup was a member
of the MPSTF and said Taylor,
along with American Christianity, is grappling with the ever
changing racial, ethnic, gender,
sexual identity, political and cultural landscape.
Since the last statement regarding the MPSTF was crafted in
the 1980s, Jessup said it was time

for a more updated text.
“Diversity is a moral, spiritual, cultural and social issue, and
the survival of TU depends on the
strength of its commitment to
embracing diversity,” Jessup said.
Dyson made it clear the statement acknowledges mistakes
have been made in the past at
Taylor and there will be more mistakes made in the future.
He also said the Multicultural Philosophy Statement is clear
about what to do when a mistake is made. The Bible outlines
those steps, as followers of Christ
should repent and seek restitution with those they have hurt.
“We don’t always know what
to do, but when something does
happen, we do know what to do
next,” Dyson said. “The willingness to wrestle with the next is
equally important.”
Jessup said this statement
should not be an end to the discussion of diversity on campus,
rather the beginning.
Since Taylor is a Christian Liberal Arts school, the community
is called to speaking truth, conversing in uncomfortable dialogue, thinking, listening, healing,
challenging and mourning injustice and embracing diversity, Jessup said.
echo@taylor.edu
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Taylor welcomes two
new police officers
Madi Turpin
News Co-Editor

Keep a lookout for the new faces of officers Lauren Yeakle and
Samuel Fowler, who joined the
Taylor University Police Department this semester.
Yeakle has worked as a police
officer for over a year, and Fowler has worked for the sheriff’s department since September 2018.
Yeakle originally worked for the
Marion Police Department but
was encouraged by some of her
fellow officers to apply to Taylor.
“In Marion, there’s a lot of stuff
you see and deal with,” Yeakle
said. “Where (Fowler) and I come
from, people don’t typically wave
at you. They look the other way or
say really nasty things.”
Yeakle discovered that Taylor’s
community was much different.
After her 2-year-old daughter,
Kori, encountered some health
issues, Yeakle began to debate
her call to law enforcement. She
said she found a family in the
community and people would
come to her just to chat or check
up on her daughter.
She found out about the position at Taylor and stayed in
contact with Chief of Police Jeff
Wallace, deciding that if she were
offered the position, she was
called to stay. If not, Yeakle figured she would close the door to
serving in law enforcement.
Fowler discovered Taylor after
Yeakle suggested him for the position. He had already been working at a probation department in
Grant County when an influential coworker of his, Carla Smith,
told him he was good at talking

to people. She encouraged him to
be in law enforcement.
“I still wanted to serve and
continue using my training,”
Fowler said. “The cool thing
about (working at Taylor) is that
it’s not so much your typical law
enforcement atmosphere.”
Fowler noted that Taylor is
very relational. He appreciates
being able to connect with students and particularly enjoys
working for Wallace.
According to Fowler, the atmosphere, staff and department
make the campus extremely welcoming.
“Jeff displays good relationships in his line of work and with
students,” Fowler said. “Every day
is odd working here because everybody smiles at you, and it’s
not trying to plot on me — it’s
genuine and welcoming.”
Wallace believes that while
both officers are more than
qualified to carry out the job,
they also want to engage in
the community.
Wallace said one of the biggest
things he looks for when hiring
staff is how they connect with
the community. He said Yeakle
and Fowler expressed that Taylor
was something unique, but credits the atmosphere to God.
“If God can allow me to be in
this role and have all the impact
on our students’ lives, He gets all
the glory, not us,” Wallace said.
“God can work through anybody
in any kind of uniform.”
Yeakle said she is extremely
grateful for the family she has
in the Upland community. As
an Upland native herself, she already felt the connection with
the people. She has been passionate about law enforcement
since her time in the Army and
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Officers Lauren Yeakle and Samuel Fowler want to serve the Taylor community to the best of their abilities.

pursued police work when her
daughter was four years old.
Yeakle said she originally went
to school for nursing, but felt
called to return to law enforcement. She knows now that her
opportunity here was God’s way
of telling her to serve where she
was planted.
After relentless praying, Yeakle said she feels cared for by the
community; however, she wants
people to recognize that the care
is reciprocated.
“I want people to realize that
there’s a heart behind the badge,”
Yeakle said. “Yes, we’re law

enforcement officers, and when
things get crazy here we’re going to run and do our jobs, but
I’m also a mom and have feelings
and emotions.”
Similarly, Fowler said just being able to converse with individuals will make all the
difference. He desires to meet
people where they’re at, even
if he’s not on guard, and wants
those in the Taylor community
to feel welcome to talk with him
about anything.
Yeakle, who also has a fiveyear-old son, Easton, typically
works Tuesdays, Thursdays and

WALNUT CREEK COUNTRY MARKET!

weekends. Fowler usually works
weekends as well and resides in
Grant County. Both officers said
they are on campus whenever
Wallace calls them in.
Wallace looks forward to the
unique ways both individuals
will contribute to the department and Taylor as a whole.
“Law enforcement can be a
difficult job, even if we do everything right,” Wallace said. “Students should feel free to engage
with us in conversation, even just
to say hi. I want that to be what
we’re about.”
“echo@taylor.edu
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Nostalgia Night rocks Taylor Open Doors
Survey results
Taylor’s Student
Activities Council
hosts Nostalgia Night
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer
On the evening of Feb. 22, the
roaring sounds of classic rock ’n’
roll could be heard echoing out
of Rediger Chapel.
A large crowd flocked to attend
Nostalgia Night 2020. Students
from all across campus pooled
their musical talents together
in bands to perform before their
peers and community members.
The line-up showcased works
of bands ranging from Joan Jett
& the Blackhearts and Queen to
ABBA and a surprise performance
of Rick Astley’s iconic song and
internet prank “Never Gonna
Give You Up.”
Every year, Nostalgia Night,
put on by the Student Activities
Council (SAC), features songs that
were released before the birth
year of the present senior class,
in contrast to the fall MyGen
concert, which focuses on more
contemporary music. Bands audition for the members of SAC
before being selected for the evening lineup.
“The auditions were really fun
this year,” said sophomore Rebecca Wright, who joined SAC
halfway through her freshman
year. “People really embraced
the theme.”
After the audition process,
work kicks into high gear, as
the council members move into
preparations for the big event
— selling tickets, building decorations out of cardboard and advertising with announcements,
flyers and posters across campus.
This year the advertising process

Poster designed by Olivia VanErman

Poster advertising for Nostalgia Night.

included a photoshoot of performers and SAC members, with
the selected portraits turned into
posters designed to match the
style of classic music magazines.
After weeks of preparation,
the night of the show finally arrived and the performers rolled
out onto stage with their instruments and costumes. One singer who was a part of Nostalgia
Night for the first time this year
was sophomore Delaney Strash,
whose band performed “I Love
Rock ’n’ Roll.”
“I love how Nostalgia Night engages many age groups,” Strash
said. “My parents surprised me
by coming to the show, and
they loved hearing songs that
were popular as they grew up.
It’s always great to have everyone in the audience singing
along to songs that cover multiple generations.”
One unexpected moment occurred during the performance

of Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody.”
Taylor’s Interim President Paige
Cunningham made a cameo appearance in an ’80s rocker costume to bang the gong in the final
moments of the song.
Cunningham joined the project after being contacted by seniors Benj Morris and Student
Body President Anders Soderquist. Along with several of their
floormates, they had planned
since freshman year to perform
what they consider the greatest
rock ’n’ roll song of all time for
their final senior act.
“It was awesome,” Morris said
of Cunningham’s involvement. “It
wasn’t a huge part, but it added
so much, everyone went nuts. It
was great to get to do something
so unique.”
Another big surprise of the
night proved to be the secretive
performance of “Never Gonna
Give You Up.” Before intermission, after the final announced

act of the first half, a pre-recorded video suddenly transitioned
into a performance of Rick Astley’s 1987 worldwide hit.
The catchy ’80s tune and Astley’s trademark dance in the music video would find new life in
the internet age, with the birth of
the online prank known as “Rickrolling,” in which a requested link
will be provided that actually
leads to the Astley music video.
Wright had never heard of the
song or joke before the audition
process, recalling that her SAC
teammates had to explain to
her after the fact. However, she
found it to be one of the most fun
auditions, and that sense of excitement carried over to the live
concert experience.
“We really just wanted to
Rickroll the masses,” said senior
Spencer Haeggberg, one of the
members of the band.
Having played in many bands
over his time at Taylor, Haeggberg enjoyed having so many of
the best musicians on campus
come together to make a great
show for everyone.
That satisfaction of creating
something to bring joy and entertainment to campus is, for
Wright, the highlight of her role
on SAC. Seeing the enjoyment of
the crowd and receiving positive
feedback afterwards makes all of
the hard work and effort worth
it.
For now, the Taylor community will return to more contemporary sounds. However, soon
enough, it will be time for another concert, because the diligent
campus musicians and members
of SAC are never gonna give you
up, never gonna let you down and
never gonna run around and desert you.
echo@taylor.edu

Shop the Loop returns to Taylor
New vendors
return in spring
Leah Selk
Contributor
Candles, earrings, cupcakes,
bagels and more will all be on
display come Mar. 4 when
Shop the Loop 2.0 takes over
the LaRita Boren Campus Center yet again.
After the first Shop the
Loop, Donna Downs, department co-chair and associate
professor of communication
said many people were curious who would take over Shop
the Loop to keep the event
on campus.
B e cau s e th e e v ent w a s
originally put on by a Public
Relations class in the communication department, Downs
made the decision to allow
Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) to head
it up for this spring.
“I think (Shop the Loop) was
a very successful event and it
is something that highlights
our students’ gifts and I think
that is important,” Downs
said.
Downs said that PRSSA appreciates that the planning
and added that promoting the
Loop helps other people in the
process.
A marketplace for student
products and services was the
original tag line for this event,
but in the 2.0 edition of this
event, faculty and staff have
been invited to also showcase
their talents.
One staff member who has
decided to share her gifts with
the community is Cathy Mitchell, a housekeeper in Breu.
Mitchell’s specialty is bagel
making, which originated fifteen years ago when she and
her husband were in Romania
craving bagels but were not

Study abroad
opportunities earn
recognition
Mer Fenton
Fine Arts Editor
Taylor has scored a high national ranking in this year’s “Open
Doors Survey.”
Taylor ranked fifth nationally for total number of study
abroad students, even when
competing with much larger
universities such as New York
University and Texas A&M University. They have been awarded second place for the number
of students who experienced a
short-term trip among baccalaureate colleges and placed
fourth among top 40 schools for
the percentage of students who
participated in a study abroad
program.
A press release from Taylor
describes the survey as “associated with the U.S. Department
of State that measures study
abroad and service-learning
trips from colleges and universities in the United States to international destinations.” The
Institute of International Education published these findings.
“I think a huge factor that
plays into that is just the role
of tradition,” said Jeff Miller, assistant director of Off-Campus
Programs. “Traveling, missions,
learning about the world and
people around the world has
always been a huge part of Taylor and who we are.”
He attributed most of the
program’s growth and success
to how engaged faculty are with
program development. Miller
said he would describe the faculty as always willing to grow in
understanding and to encourage intercultural learning in the
Taylor community.
Taylor’s international engagement continues to grow as well.
Many of the existing programs, such as the semester to
China, have developed in order
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Liz Yietier during her study
abroad trip to Ireland.

to offer previously nonexistent
opportunities that will specifically serve students. More engagement is wanted by Miller in
the Middle East, along with students learning Arabic. It needs
to be sustainable for students
and the university though, so
those options are still explored.
Sophomore Liz Yeitier spent
her 2019 fall semester in Ireland.
She said she studying abroad
helped her learn and offered
many benefits. She especially appreciated how being in a
new environment got her out of
her normal routine. While she
previously described herself as
someone who was tied to planning and a schedule, she felt like
the experience of being in such a
different place was eye-opening.
“Studying abroad definitely
gave me a lot of room for personal growth,” Yeiter said.
She also was practical about
not spending time online and
experiencing a new culture
while she was there for a limited
amount of time. Instead, she explored the area she was in, built
relationships with people outside of the program and fell in
love with the natural beauty of
Greystones, where the program
is based.
Yeiter started her trip by journaling the experiences of her
travels. However, part of the way
through, she realized that this
wasn’t a vacation, and her location became a part of the person
she was becoming.
“This isn’t just a trip,” Yeiter
said. “This is me living my life.”
echo@taylor.edu

Gerig Hall left
without water
Resident hall
water softener
malfunctioned
Matthew Phillips
Associate Editor

Photograph provided by Echo Archives
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able to buy some anywhere
around them.
There was a recipe in a cookbook that was simple to make,
and after conquering the recipe, the Mitchells quickly found
that they enjoyed making the
bagels. This led them to begin making bagels not only
for themselves but for other
expatriates who were also in
their community.
While selling bagels was not
originally a business, Mitchell says she hopes she can still
hopes to serve the community during the Shop the Loop
event. Her sharing mentality
is what really drove her to buy
a table at Shop the Loop 2.0.
“I hope to provide fresh
bagels on campus and enjoy
shopping at the other tables,”
Mitchell said.
Anoth er vendor that i s

focused on sharing their gifts
is 516 Candles, who are returning after their success
at Shop the Loop last semester. 516 Candles has decided
to sell again because they believe Shop the Loop provides
a platform to sell candles as
consumers are able to actually hold and smell the candles.
A goal of 516 Candles is to
sell over 50 candles at this
event. Senior Mikey Maloney,
co-founder of 516 Candle,
says that selling over 50 candles will provide over 50 pairs
of gloves to the homeless, as
a portion of all candles sold
always helps the homeless
in Indy.
One difference about Shop
the Loop 2.0 is that any donations made during the event
will be supporting scholarships in the communication

department.
The Jumping Bean will also
be donating 10% of all of their
sales during the event to communication scholarships. In
the fall, donations supported
those impacted on campus by
Hurricane Dorian.
“(Shop the Loop) is an event
by the students for the students,” Downs said. “We belie ve in h elping students
afford education. It may be
small, but it will still help.”
Stop by Shop the Loop 2.0
on Mar. 4, from 5:30-7 p.m. The
event will span out in the dining area of the Campus Center, around the Jumping Bean
and down the hall by the TSO
office.
Downs said, show up, have
fun, and be generous in support of the cause.
echo@taylor.edu

Residents of Gerig Hall were
temporarily left without water on
Feb. 25 after a malfunction in the
building’s water softener system.
In an email that afternoon,
Director of Residence Life Scott
Barrett instructed Gerig residents to avoid using the water
until the situation was resolved.
“Out of an abundance of caution, please temporarily avoid
using the water in Gerig Hall until tomorrow morning,” Barrett
wrote. “This situation is a result
of a malfunction in the water

softener system that facilities is
currently resolving. Water is being flushed out of the system and
will be okay for limited use later tonight.”
Later that afternoon, Barrett
sent another email, stating that
residents could once again use
the water.
According to Gregg Holloway,
director of facility services, the
salty water coming from the taps
— while unpleasant to drink —
did not pose any health concerns.
Junior Andrew Friesen noticed the problem when he
used the drinking fountain on
fourth Gerig.
“It was pretty darn blue,”
Friesen said. “It was blue enough
that you could see it in the stream
of water.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provied by Echo Archives

Gerig Hall.
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“I love spending time with Christ, the artist
behind everything else. Most of my art
comes through that filter."
Following the arts from Ferris wheels
to farm fields
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Yeakle talks career, compassion
New Police officer
joins Taylor
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“You see me in uniform with
a badge on my chest, but I'm
a person,” said Campus Police
Officer Lauren Yeakle. “I have
emotions. I cry. I bleed. Everything you do, I do too.”
New to Taylor’s police department, Yeakle wants faculty and
staff to know that her job as a police officer not only means protecting, but also being present
to receive those who are hurting
with open arms.
“I'm here to talk to you and
help you,” Yeakle said. “I don't
want you to ever be afraid to
reach out. So with an open door
and open arms, I will help you as
much as I possibly can.”
Yeakle’s desire to help others
began from when she was young.
In high school, she knew she
wanted to help those around her
through her future career. At first,
she considered nursing. Yet deep
down, Yeakle knew she wanted to
go into law enforcement.
After serving in the military,
getting married and becoming a
mom, the desire to become a police officer resurfaced.
“And then after (having) my
daughter, it really kicked in,”
Yeakle said. “It was something I
wanted to do. I was tired of thinking about it.”
After her daughter’s first birthday, Yeakle began training to become an officer. Over the course
of four months, she went through
the phases of training at the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy
in Plainfield, Indiana.
Yeakle learned the ropes to
becoming an officer through
everything from responding to
shootings to listening to people
who needed to talk.
“I want to help people in really
hard situations,” Yeakle said. “You
know, people don't call the police
on the best day of their life.”
Helping people when they are
at their lowest is both difficult
and rewarding for Yeakle.
Before coming to Taylor, she
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Lauren Yeakle joined the Taylor Police Department with Samuel Fowler.

received a call for an intoxicated driver. When Yeakle arrived at
the scene, her heart sank when
she realized she recognized the
person she had to arrest. When
the driver saw her, he climbed in
the back of the police car without arguing.
As they drove to the police station, he began opening up about
his struggle with depression
and difficulty coping with hard
times. When they got out of the
car, Yeakle was able to pray with
him. Before removing the hand
cuffs, he turned to Yeakle and
thanked her.
“So, there are moments — despite the chaos — where people
will thank you for helping,” Yeakle said.

Even in her own story, when
things seemed to go wrong, God
used a closed door to lead Yeakle to the one he opened for her.
Before coming to Taylor, Yeakle planned to go into the police
academy. However, she missed
the test by a single pushup and
was not allowed to take the test
again.
“I will never forget this: the day
they let me go, I told the chief,
‘Thank you for the opportunity.
It was great, but this isn't the end
for me,’” Yeakle said.
Before leaving the police academy, an officer told her to talk
to Jeff Wallace at Taylor University. The same day she was
let go, Yeakle drove to Taylor as
tears ran down her face. The last

thing she wanted was to leave law
enforcement.
She spoke to Wallace about
her situation. A few months later, Yeakle recognized how it was
a blessing in disguise to lose her
job, because her daughter got
very sick during that summer.
At this time, Wallace contacted
Yeakle saying Taylor was praying for her and encouraged her
to reach out when she was ready.
A month later, Yeakle interviewed with Wallace and received
the position at Taylor’s police
department.
“I feel like I'm right at home,”
Yeakle said. “It's kind of a weird
crazy story, but I do feel like my
place in law enforcement from
day one, has been a God thing.
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It has been God opening a door
and saying, ‘Hey I want you here.’”
Even though having a young
daughter at home is difficult for
Yeakle, she wants her daughter
to know that whatever call God
places on her life, she can do it,
no matter the hurdle.
Yeakle leads by example.
“So, that's how I kind of look at
it when I leave to come to work —
one day, you're going to face the
same challenges and I want you
to know that mom went through
it and you can too,” Yeakle said.
Yeakle is the woman who wears
the badge, who stands for peace
and whose heart beats for helping others.
echo@taylor.edu
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Following the arts from Ferris wheels to farm fields
Professor shares
Taylor journey
Ansley Kay

News Co-Editor

As the swinging seat came
to rest at the top of the Ferris
wheel that overlooked Muncie Fairgrounds, Jonthan Bouw
thought to himself, this is home.
From the rice fields of Southeast Asia as a missionary kid, to
the cornfields of Upland as the
Professor of Art, Jonathan Bouw,
has been all over the world.
When listing motivations for
choosing Taylor, location usually isn’t number one.
“Well, it wasn't for the topography,” Bouw said. “But you know
what? It's been a good place for
me and for my family.
Bouw never pictured himself in
Indiana of all places after living
an outdoor lifestyle in Iowa skiing and hiking for so many years.
However, after being at Taylor for
13 years, he couldn’t imagine being anywhere else.
Taylor is the third Christian
college that Bouw has taught,
however he said that it is the
first Christan college that he
feels embodies the integration of
faith and learning into the classroom authentically.
“I got tired of hearing students
say that they learned more about
the Lord from my art classes
then some of their Bible classes,”
Bouw said.
He never felt like he was doing
anything spectacular in his classes to preach about God, but just

that the colleges he previously
taught at weren’t living out their
declaration of faith effectively.
When he was looking to make
the switch to a different university, he expressed that he just
wanted to be at a place that was
God-honoring. He found that
at Taylor.
Bouw’s inspiration comes from
his creator, who he lets drive
his art.
“I love spending time with
Christ, the artist behind everything else,”Bouw said. “Most of
my art comes through that filter.”
Inspiration doesn’t just stop
at the divine. Bouw finds inspiration through the people he has
had the honor to work with. In
his case, this means his students.
Bouw said that sometimes he
has to get out of his student’s way
and let them work. Later on, he
can come alongside them and
help them foster the gifts that
God has given them.
“I think I'm tenacious, but
sometimes I have seen some of
my students who make my tenacity seem pale,” Bouw said.
Young people inspire Bouw in
all aspects of his work.
For most artists, their most
recent project is their most beloved. For Bouw it is no exception. Last year he contributed
as an illustrator in the children’s
book, “The Boy, The Kite and
the Wind.”
This picture book was in partnership with the nonprofit company Compassion International
to raise money for early childhood nutrition centers. This is

Professor of Art Jonathan Bouw shows off his art on display in his office.

in an effort to provide food for
kids in third world countries.
The book ended up selling over
5,000 copies.
Bouw said knowing that his
hard work was saving children’s
lives across the world was super fulfilling.
“It was a complete labor of
love,” Bouw said.

Sharing the gift of art has always been at the core for him.
Bouw has never struggled with
selling his art, if he feels like it is
for a fair price. He views it as an
honor for someone to see what
he sees in his art and cherish it
for themselves.
His house is filled with artwork
and a lot of it isn’t even his own.

Bouw said every once and
awhile he will steal a glance at
the artwork in his home and reflect — he did not create the art,
however it still has the ability
to bring him joy and impact his
world view.
“There's something remarkable
about something you've made,
that somebody else wants, but

Photograph by Josie Koontz

not just that they want it, but
they want the thing that's part
of your world to be part of their
world,” Bouw said.
All the credit Bouw has received for his art he hands back
to the Lord, the true author of
his inspiration.
echo@taylor.edu
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FOSO flips pick-a-date culture upside down

Who You Gonna Call?

Hotline thing kind of started out as this running joke as
Victoria Lawson
something we all wanted to do
— we really did want to just
Staff Writer
joke about it,” said junior Tyler
An upside-down handset on Marcum. “But I may or may not
one of the widespread campus have found a phone somewhere
wall phones can only mean one and may or may not have just
thing: “FOSO was here.”
taken it. It wasn’t being used, it
But while the tradition has wasn’t plugged in at all, so I was
been carried on for decades, like, ‘Oh, this is ours now.’”
Fourth South Gerig (FOSO) is
Gerig previously had camno longer content with just pus phones in each hall and
flipping campus phones — ac- even in the rooms, and the guys
cording to senior FOSO Person- were able to get one such fixnel Assistant (PA) Will Shroyer, ture in a central location fixed
the guys also hope to flip pick- and activated.
a-date culture upside down.
Upon dialing the FOSO PickFOSO is the only men’s floor A-Date Hotline, callers are enin Gerig Hall. While the floor couraged to share the date and
is small in number, with only time of the pick-a-date, what
29 students living in one of the the event will be and a way to
smallest dorms on campus, the contact them.
guys refuse to sit on the sideFrom there, whoever picked
lines of campus life.
up the phone will text the deOn Feb. 22, during Tay- tails to the floor GroupMe, and
lor’s annual Nostalgia Night, a willing FOSO guy will accept
on a volunteer basis. This way, the
caller does not request their picka-date pairing,
bringing an element of surprise
and spontaneity.
“The goal is to
remove the aspect of choice,”
said sophomore
Tim Swanson.
“It’s more like,
‘Who’s open for
this time?’ and
somebody will
volunteer and
learn the details
about who it is
Photograph provided by Tim Swanson
after . . . the goal
Zach Winters.
is to make it less
FOSO debuted the “FOSO Pick- ‘who chose who?’”
A-Date Hotline” in a pre-act
The phone does not yet have
commercial.
a voicemail machine, but it
“The whole FOSO Pick-A-Date is functional and ready to be

foody
Gas City
Goes Vegan with
Rabbit Food Cafe
Lily Smith
Contributor

fix
You really can’t go wrong with
anything on their menu and it
is worth it to try as much as
you can. Their options are delicious and provide great choices
for those with dietary restrictions, or those who just love delicious food!
Rabbit Food Cafe was created with the mission of bringing
healthy options to rural Indiana.
The welcoming, joyful staff who
create the food at Rabbit Food
Cafe truly care about providing
nutritious, delicious food options for the Grant County community. If you stop by, be sure to
chat with them about their story
and what led them to open Rabbit Food Cafe.
Rabbit Food Cafe is open
Mon. – Thurs., 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
and Fri., 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. It is located at 202 W Main Street, Gas
City, Indiana, 46933.
Overall Pros: It is affordable,
absolutely delicious and so close
to Taylor, making it a prime spot
for students to grab healthy
food. The menu offers a variety
of unique, delectable options
that can accommodate any dietary needs.
Overall Cons: The hours are
fairly restricted, which isn’t
always congruent to student schedules.

called by anyone seeking a
low-pressure, easy-access picka-date pal. The phone can be
reached at 85577 by other campus phones, but not by personal phones.
Shroyer, one of the most
instrumental players in the
joke-turned-reality, thought of
the hotline during Welcome
Weekend this year.
“I thought of a neat idea to
help people find low-key, stressfree pick-a-dates,” Shroyer said.
“A lot of women complain that
their pick-a-dates develop
crushes on them or just having really awkward experiences . . . I wanted people to avoid
the pressures of the ‘freshman
frenzy’ (getting a girlfriend by
Thanksgiving) and being able
to meet more people on campus and get connected to different floors.”
Shroyer said he thinks picka-dates should include good,
clean fun without the pressure
to commit to anything. The
hotline offers a way to avoid
the awkwardness of asking a
stranger in Bib Lit at the last
minute.
It is meant to be lighthearted,
casual and a way to ease pick-adate intimidation.
“We just want you to have a
fun experience; we don’t want
you to feel dragged down with
potential relationships or anything — just go with a bro,” said
freshman Zach Winters. “We
want you to have fun, that’s
the goal.”
As the group of guys bantered about how the hotline
could evolve, Marcum ended
on a heartfelt note.
Marcum shared what he
thought was his personal bottom line for the FOSO

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Daniel McHenney 		

@MchenneyDaniel

Want to experience TRUE
flourishing? @jpcramer you
should join the Gerig airband
#cramerwewantyou #tayloru

Rabbit Food Cafe is a recent
and desperately needed addition to Gas City.
jeff cramer @jpcramer
I’m retired from airband. The
Located in downtown Gas
last time I was in one we won
City, the restaurant sits right
at 6pm and 8pm so I had to
next to Taylor students’ favorperform four times in one
ite Sophie’s Ice Cream shop. The
night and I’ve never recovered.
#tayloru
cafe is spacious and decorated
flamboyantly with murals on
Daniel Bowman Jr. 		
the walls. It shares a space with
@danielbowmanjr
a cycle studio, making it the one”The water has to run for a
while, but it WILL get hot.”
stop-shop for all things healthy
-note
taped above the sink in
living.
the Reade faculty lounge, or
Rabbit Food Cafe prides itself
Midwestern proverb? #TaylorU
on serving whole foods that are
Daniel McHenney 		
vegan, gluten-free, soy-free, SOS@MchenneyDaniel
free, keto-friendly and inclusive
If I were a girl, I’d totally use
of a variety of diets. They offer a
the
FOSO Hotline to find
multitude of vegan meals, grab
someone for a pick-a-date.
& go snacks, smoothies, fresh
Those guys are great! #tayloru
juices and shakes. Their food is
#FOSO #Gerig
freshly prepared, and the menu
Madi Williams@MadiMoose_
varies from week to week. Check
Roommates
who memorize
out their page on Facebook at @
Scripture
together
go to
rabbitfoodies to see what they
heaven
together
#tayloru
are offering every week.
The food is not only a healthy
alternative to fast food, but it is
affordable for college students.
The grab & go options, which include veggies and hummus, fruit
with dessert hummus, parfaits,
salads and soups are priced at
just $5. The lunch specials include permanent menu features
such as grilled cheese and tomato soup, tacos, taco salad,
Kierstyn Buchan
cauliflower wings and alterFreshman
nating weekly specials. These
specials are priced at a mere
A few of my favorite things in
$7. Fresh juices, shakes and
this world are sloths, Pepsi, and
smoothies ring up to $5 each.
Disney plus!
Pro tip: The fresh juices are
truly the best way to brighten a
rainy March day. They are colorful and taste like sunshine in
echo@
a cup.
taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Tim Swanson

Tyler Marcum.

Pick-A-Date Hotline.
“As an upperclassman on
FOSO, this doesn’t need to take
off in a massive way, but it’s really cool to see FOSO finding creative ways to connect with the
rest of campus,” Marcum said.
“A lot of the guys on this floor
are really awesome, but the rest

of the campus doesn’t get to experience them like I do.”
Shroyer agrees and hopes to
show the campus the true nature of FOSO.
He said he is working on several initiatives for people to get
to know the guys better.
“(FOSO has) a lot of pride in

our community,” Shroyer said.
“We have a reputation on campus for being really wacky and
nerdy . . . We are really a bunch
of fun-loving guys who participate in a variety of societies and
majors, not just computer science and video games.”
echo@taylor.edu

Enneagrams
During Flu Season

Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

A1– You are warding against
infection with a strict regimen
of hand sanitizer, Clorox wipes
and prayer that the remaining
0.1% of germs does not come
for you.
Miscellaneous: You will
chicken out of asking someone
on your wing’s PAD. Instead,
your friend will set you up. It
will go okay and the two of you
will leave as “just friends.”
2– When that person on your
floor started projectile vomiting, you were the only person
who stayed with them. Unfortunately, you are now also projectile vomiting but you are doing
so with the satisfaction of having helped someone else, and
that is so worth it to you.
Miscellaneous: Your plant
will die this month, sending you
into a full spiral where you will
question your worth as a caregiver. Try therapy or buying a
new plant and seeing if anyone notices.
3– You have been tracking
your healing progress with predetermined benchmarks you
have to achieve every day. Unfortunately, healing doesn’t really work like that … But that
will not stop

TheWeekly

you from trying.
Miscellaneous: You will be
asked to join in an activity you
have never participated in before and will spend way too
long researching this activity
and coming up with a strategy
to win. When people are astonished at your greatness you will
shrug and modestly reply, “Beginner’s luck, I guess?”
4– You have been snoring
with a vengeance for a week
now and your roommate has
tried everything but the truth
to get it to stop. They know you
cannot handle that kind of criticism, so instead you have been
waking up to the sensation of
being poked in the knee only
to find your roommate totally still with their eyes closed.
Weird, huh?
Miscellaneous: You will see
a random word and take it as
a sign for whatever existential
question you are grappling with
at the moment. Is it actually?
Who can know?
5– The upside of contracting the flu? Time to catch up
on all of those documentaries
you have been looking at on
your watchlist. The downside?
There will be no one to share
those facts with when you are
all alone in your dorm.
Miscellaneous: You will be
roped in to driving to Muncie
twice in the next two weeks. Secretly, you will consider

BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE

Andrew Martin
Junior

Andrew Martin may not
be sure about his major,
but he is sure he’s the one
for you.

asking your passengers to Venmo you some gas money but
you do not want to be that guy.
6– You just know that you are
going to get sick. You always
get these things when they go
around the school. Why is it always you?
Miscellaneous: You will find
five dollars on the ground. Your
first response will be, “Yeah
baby! Five bucks!” Your second
response will be, “Did this come
from a sick person?” It did. And
that is how the flu got you.
7– This flu season you have
been busy sending good vibes
to all the miserable sick people
in your classes. To increase vibe
productivity, try staring intently while thinking about otters
holding hands.
Miscellaneous: You will pick
up a tea habit this month and
then move on to coffee only to
realize you are really more of a
Dr. Pepper kind of person.
8– Sickness is weakness and
you are not weak. That means
you will still go to class, letting rip a cacophonous inhale through the nose every
once in awhile to let everyone
know that you are not messing around. You are definitely
drinking the peppermint tea
your significant other made
you, but all the world sees is
your basic water bottle.
Miscellaneous: You will burn
at least three bridges in the
next two weeks with poorly-placed sarcasm.
9– Staying in? Watching “New
Girl” for the seventh time all the
way through? Eating all the
snacks you want without feeling guilty about it? This flu
thing does not seem so bad. If
only you felt a little better so
you could enjoy it more.
Miscellaneous: You will be
asked on two PADs that are
happening at the same time and
have to choose between them.
This is your worst nightmare.
echo@taylor.edu
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”True Confession”

KenKen

Fill in each square cell in the puzzle with a number between 1 and the size of the grid. For example, in a 4×4
grid, use the numbers 1, 2, 3, & 4.
Use each number exactly once in each row and each
column.
The numbers in each “Cage” (indicated by the heavy
lines) must combine — in any order — to produce the
cage’s target number using the indicated math operation. Numbers may be repeated within a cage as long as
rule 2 isn’t violated.

Sudoko

C OCY GD YKMKT OFTK
W T EW Q H E A W Q C Y

To complete Sudoku, fill the board
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such
that each row, column and 3x3 box
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips,
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

J Q KY Q K C N I Y F J A K LV K D
Q G O D K A H C A G C T.

KenKen Puzzle Ofﬁcial Site - Free Math Puzzles That Make You Smarter!

Puzzle No. 154727, 5X5, easy

1―

4―

2÷

1
2

3

3+

20×

12×

5+

1―

15×

7+

6

4

6 9

3
7

6 8 5 9
4
2 3

www.kenkenpuzzle.com KenKen® is a registered trademark of KenKen Puzzle, LLC. Puzzle content ©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC. All rights reserved.

1/1

Just how smart are you?

2

2 6 5 8
8
5

7

Daily Sudoku: Thu 27-Feb-2020

www.kenkenpuzzle.com/game

1 6

2

4 6

7

(c) Daily Sudoku Ltd 2020. All rights reserved.

1―

medium

4 5 6 9 1 2 7 3 8
1 3 7 4 6 8 9 5 2
2 8 9 3 7 5 1 6 4
7 6 8 5 9 3 2 4 1
5 9 2 8 4 1 3 7 6

There is a word in the English language in which the first two letters signify a male, the first
three letters
3 1 4 7 2 6 5 8 9
signify a female, the first four signify a great man, and the whole word, a great woman. What
is the word?
9 2 3 6 8 7 4 1 5
6 4 5 1 3 9 8 2 7
8 7 1 2 5 4 6 9 3

Daily Sudoku: Thu 27-Feb-2020

(c) Daily Sudoku Ltd 2020. All rights reserved.

2/27/2020

a quote from Mark Twain

medium

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

A&E

“Robbie brilliantly achieves a
balance between the brashness
and brains of Harley Quinn’s
wacky personality by delivering a
great performance.”
‘Birds of Prey’ delivers fun but
messy sequel to ‘Suicide Squad’
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Classic play updated to discuss social media
‘Enemy of the People’
sparks conversation
about the news
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

Timeless conflict is told through
modern media in Taylor’s production of “An Enemy of the People.”
In Hendrick Ibsin’s 1882 play, Dr.
Thomas Stockmann publishes a
newspaper article revealing the
local spa water is contaminated,
launching his town into a world
of debate. At Taylor, the story has
been adapted to the modern day.
This adaptation occurred largely because Director and Assistant
Professor of Theatre Tracy Manning wanted more female roles
than the original play had. The
modern day setting also allowed
for more creative exploration.
As part of the update, much of
the information comes through
various forms of social media, including text messages and Facebook posts.
Manning hopes that through
this adaptation, the audience will
consider the complexities of how
information is shared and discussed in our world today.

Photo by Carolina Quintana

Tensions rise as rumors and news spread in Taylor’s modern version of “An Enemy of the People.”

“I’m not trying to tell people
what to think about it,” Manning
said. “I’m just trying to present it
as ‘this is how this works.’ What
we’re going to do about it is something I think people have to talk
about after the play’s over.”
The nature of the play has already sparked lots of conversation amongst the cast.
Sophomore Eleana Manning
plays Harley Stockmann, daughter of Dr. Stockmann. She appreciates how realistically the play
portrays the aspects of modern

communication that often go
unnoticed. Together, the cast has
asked questions about what the
tension media causes looks like
realistically, such as trying to be
present while anxiously waiting
for an important phone call.
Eleana Manning feels that she’s
also personally learned from
her character. Harley is a vocal
and confident person who often speaks up whenever she sees
an injustice. While that does not
come naturally to Eleana, she
has found inspiration in Harley’s

voice.
On the other hand, senior Brielle Fowlkes has learned the opposite from her character. She
plays Kate Stockmann, wife to
Dr. Stockmann. While Fowlkes
usually is comfortable with being
confrontational, she has grown
to admire the quiet and graceful
strength of Kate.
Fowlkes thinks the lessons
learned through the plot and the
characters are applicable to anyone in the audience.
“What do you do with them

— that person who’s across from
you who is hurt or offended?”
Fowlkes said. “How do you reconcile your own intentions and
your own ego and your own pride
to keep a relationship where it
should be and to restore it?”
The cast explored some of these
ideas through compositions. In
one composition, they sat around
a shared meal and force-fed one
another, symbolizing information.
The table, originally a symbol of
communion, was destroyed.
Fowlkes reflects on how good

Art symposium prepares students for the real world

Professionals shared
how they use their
art degrees
Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor

On Feb. 20, art majors had
a glimpse into their potential futures.
At the annual Art Careers Symposium, three professionals presented on how they succeeded
in their respective artistic fields.
Jessica Baide (’16), who is an art
teacher; Sharon Vargo, who is a
children’s book illustrator and
Liz Wilson (’16), who is a web and
product designer, all shared their
personal stories and spent time
interacting with students.
“We try to bring in a variety
of speakers just so our students
have an idea of possible careers
and what they’re going to face after graduation,” said Art Department Program Assistant
Kim Hapner.
This annual symposium was
held as part of an ongoing effort
to expose students to the different occupations that exist for art
majors. A Q&A session near the
end of the event gave students the

Photo by Carolina Quintana

Liz Wilson (’16), Sharon Vargo and Jessica Baide (’16) talk to students about using art for their careers.

chance to engage with successful professionals in their fields of
interest.
Two of the speakers were recent
Taylor graduates, making their experiences even more relevant to
students.
“It’s really cool to hear perspectives of people who have
come mostly out of Taylor and

are working and how they got the
jobs they got and what they think
is important to know,” said junior
design major Anna Poel.
Poel was most drawn to Wilson’s
talk since she plans on going into
design as well. She appreciated the
chance to hear how career paths
actually look in real life and the
steps involved in producing good

designs.
Junior Rinnah Shaw, who is
double-majoring in creative writing and illustration, appreciated
hearing from Vargo. She also met
with Vargo for an individual critique, due to their shared interest in combining visual elements
with narratives.
These individual critiques were

held after the main event, giving
students a chance to have new
eyes look over their works. The
speakers often checked portfolios but also gave advice on other
projects and upcoming art shows.
During their time together, Vargo looked over several of
Shaw’s pieces and offered advice
based on her own experiences in
the publishing world. Even more
significantly, Vargo offered Shaw
some connections to the writing
world.
“It was helpful to talk to her
about that and get some feedback on how that business
works,” Shaw said. “And also
knowing that I’m going to interact with her later in the year for
a children’s book conference, it
was helpful to have made a personal connection with someone
in the field.”
These opportunities are why
the art department has continued to host the symposium for
almost 20 years. Gathering all
of the art majors into one place
gives them a chance to connect,
both with each other and with
the people they might be working with someday.
echo@taylor.edu

intentions don’t mean the actions and communication were
good. She sees every character as
having good intentions.
“It doesn’t even matter what
your intentions may mean,”
Fowlkes said. “What matters
is the person that you’re sitting
across from and how they took
what you said.”
Eleana Manning encourages
the viewer to come with an open
mind and to not draw immediate conclusions about the morality of the characters.
Tracy Manning hopes that this
play will be impactful and helpful to Taylor’s campus. She hopes
people do not mindlessly consume it, but use critical thinking in the experience.
“We need serious contemplative people who can think deeply about the world, and engage
in conversation,” Tracy Manning
said. “We have a really great opportunity at a place like Taylor, to
have those conversations if we’re
willing to.”
“An Enemy of the People” will
be showing in Mitchell Theater
March 6–7 at 7:30 p.m. and
March 8 at 2 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
EVENTS

Hairspray
Auditions
Mar. 2 – 7-9 p.m.
Recital Hall

Marching Forth
Board Game Club
Mar. 4 – 6-9 p.m.
Zondervan 142

“Making Waves”
Envision Film Festival
Mar. 5 – 7 p.m.
Cornwall Auditorium

‘Birds of Prey’ delivers fun but messy sequel to ‘Suicide Squad’
Newest DC movie
focuses on Harley Quinn
Landon Hilst
Contributor

“Birds of Prey and the Fantabulous Emancipation of One Harley
Quinn” was released in theaters
on Feb. 7 to positive reviews from
critics and audiences.
Although the buzz surrounding the film was largely optimistic, the financial outcome
wasn’t what parent studio Warner Brothers was hoping for, with
opening weekend grossing only
$33 million. This lack of interest
is a shame, because this film represents a creative step forward for
Warner Brothers’ otherwise “safe”
approach to their superheroes.
Director Cathy Yan crafted
a stylish and colorful film that
relishes its lead star, Margot
Robbie, in what is essentially a
Harley Quinn solo movie. Robbie brilliantly achieves a balance between the brashness and
brains of Harley Quinn’s wacky
personality by delivering a great
performance.
Recently ditched by traditional
lover-in-crime, the Joker, Harley’s
story is a journey of heartache
and self-discovery which introduces her to the other members

Photo provided by Polygon

Cassandra Cain and Harley Quinn enjoy a moment of peace in the action-packed “Birds of Prey.”

of the Birds of Prey. This all-female crime-fighting group consists of beautifully dangerous
Dinah Lance ( Jurnee Smollett-Bell), struggling detective
Renee Montoya (Rosie Perez),
justice-seeking Helena Bertinelli
(Mary Elizabeth Winstead) and
young street rat Cassandra Cain
(Ella Jay Basco).
Harley’s lifestyle shake-up
makes her a target for the criminals of Gotham City. Ewan
McGregor shines as the darkly suave villain Roman Sionis, whom fans of Batman lore
will know as Black Mask. Our

heroes team up to take Sionis
down not out of valor, but out
of self-preservation.
One of the biggest strengths in
“Birds of Prey”’ is the look and
feel of the film. Director of Photography Matthew Libatique has
some impressive visuals on display here and alongside Yan’s directing, the film never feels like
it’s losing its edge.
The fight scenes are captured
in excellent wide shots and are
full of energy, while the quieter
parts of the film savor the sharp
colors of Libatique’s cinematography. The production design is

on point as well, making Gotham City’s industrial East End
equal parts grimy and luminous.
In the performance department, Robbie returning as Harley
is a delight and McGregor relishes the antagonist role. But a surprise favorite was Smollett-Belle
as Dinah Lance. Smollett-Bell
brought impressive charisma to
Black Canary, who is reluctant to
get involved in the fight against
Sionis, but nonetheless proves
she can hold her own.
Where “Birds of Prey” doesn’t
work is in its handling of Renee
Montoya and Cassandra Cain.

These characters just didn’t feel
on the same level as the others
and took away from developing more interesting players
like Helena.
Helena, also known as the
Huntress, could have been a
far more compelling character,
but the convoluted plot called
for attention elsewhere. It may
have been beneficial to focus on
Harley, Dinah and Helena more,
as their stories feel far more integral to a plot that could have
done well with simplification.
“Birds of Prey and the Fantabulous Emancipation of One
Harley Quinn” may not shape
up to be the financial darling
that was 2016’s “Suicide Squad,”
but it does carry far more creativity and heart. The film also
overcomes many of the shortcomings that “Suicide Squad”
suffered from by having more
developed characters, better
pacing and better action earning it a 3.5 out of 5 stars.
The film has undergone a
recent title change for theater
displays to further highlight
it’s lead star and boost its box
office numbers. You can catch
the newly minted “Harley
Quinn: Birds of Prey’’ in theaters now.
echo@taylor.edu

C.S. Lewis
and Friends Tea
Mar. 6 – 4 p.m.
Zondervan 142

Student
film viewing
Envision Film Festival
Mar. 6 – 7 p.m.
Rediger Auditorium

Enemy of
the People
Feb. 28 & 29 – 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 6 & 7 – 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 1 & 8 – 2 p.m.
Mitchell Theatre

Fine Arts
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Manifold Perceptions Show

A Senior Art Exhibiton: Interview with Sarah Bleeke
How did you come up with the title
“Manifold Perceptions”?
The concept of it is to look at
all of the different perceptions
that each one of us have of
the world, or on whatever our
specific personal theme is for
shows. And to see how diverse
those are. How each individual
views things differently but
everything’s uniquely beautiful.
Perception : the ability to
see here or become aware of
something aware of something
through the senses. A lot of our
artwork engages more than
just visual senses. Either it’s
interactive, or it causes you to
really think about what you’re
looking at. it’s deeper than just
going ‘yeah, that’s pretty’.		

Who all is involved?
Erica Bell, Leah Groeling,
Jonathan Skaggs, Kate
Stall, Sarah Bleeke, Kelley
Hershberger and Josie Starkey
Is all of this original art created for
the show?
Much of the work being
shown for each senior is new,
created for this final showcase.
However, there are some old
favorites as well. Most of the
work is being kept secret for
the show.
It’s really cool doing that with
a bunch of different artists
because we all have really
creative, unique ideas.		
What is your personal theme?
My specific show my theme
is yearnings of the heart. It

is focusing on the different
desires that human beings have
throughout their lives, whether
they recognize the root of why
they’re desiring a certain thing
or not. Some of the desires are
good, some of them are bad
and some are in a gray area. I
really wanted to do something
that was specifically related
to emotions, since I’m an art
therapy major.
What mediums did you use?
2d photography, oil painting,
watercolor wash, which is
another way or another water
based medium, and charcoal.
When is the gallery opening?
March 6, at 7 p.m. in Metcalf
gallery and Tyndale gallery.
echo@taylor.edu
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Artist bio

Hi! I’m a Pre-Art Therapy
major and I was born and
raised in Fort Wayne, IN. I
primarily work with 2D art,
and my biggest inspiration
is the human body, soul, and
mind. echo@taylor.edu

Photgraphy Collection: Sophia Guo
Artist bio

Whether it’s shoving a
bunch of grass into a broken
lightbulb, flinging fire out of
a whisk, throwing colored
dust, or pouring a waterfall,
I really enjoy taking photos
that make people look twice,
scratch their head and ask,
“how’d she do that?” PS: let me
know if you ever want to shoot
together sometime.
echo@taylor.edu

Dead Frog: A Flash Fiction Piece by Lindsey Metzger
“Dude, just talk to her.”
“It’s not that simple, Jay,” I
said. “She’s way too smart to
listen to anything I have to say.”
“Tony, you realize she’s your
lab partner, right?” Jay said,
running a hand through the
shaggy blond mop on his head.
“You have to talk to Sue at
some point.”
Why did college involve
group assignments?
I took a deep breath, glancing
over at my partner, who was tying her long, brown hair back in
a ponytail. I felt my chest tighten. “Do I have to?”
“Dude, go!”
Taking one hesitant step at a
time, I walked to the lab table
Sue occupied. I scratched the
back of my neck. “H-hi.”
She looked up from the packet we’d been given and smiled.
“Hey.”
We made eye contact for a
moment before I dropped my
gaze to my sneakers. “I’m Tony.”
I held out my hand.
“Sue,” she said, shaking it. “Are
you excited about the lab?”
I’m excited for it to be over.
“Yeah.”
We were silent for a moment.
Sue broke the silence. “So,
um... should we get started?”
I gulped. “Yeah, yeah, let’s
get started.”
She pointed to the first step.

“Do you want to do the honors,
or do you want to take notes?”
she asked. “I’m good with either one.”
I stared long and hard at the
packet. Oh, how I wished I were
the frog we were cutting open
and dissecting. I wasn’t that
lucky. “I don’t think I can handle cutting it open.”
“That’s okay,” she said. “Do
whatever you feel comfortable doing.”
I felt the corner of my mouth
turn up. “Okay.”
She handed me the clipboard
with the analysis sheet on it and
her pencil.
I reached out to grab it, my
hands trembling. I snatched the
clipboard out of her hands and
scribbled our names at the top
of the paper.
She blinked and looked at me.
Oh crap.
“Are you okay?”
Heat rose on my cheeks.
Somehow, that question always
came up in conversation. “Y-yeah, I fine.”
She nodded, and I could see
concern flicker through her
eyes. She picked up the syringe.
“Ready?”
I took a deep breath, but it
didn’t help my heart hammering
against my ribs. Poising the pencil over the first blank, I nodded.
The motion of her digging the

small knife into the defenseless
creature scared me more than
talking to her. It almost looked
like she was taking pleasure in
dragging the blade down its soft
underbelly. I covered my mouth
as the putrid smell of… whatever is inside frogs reached my
nose and made me gag.
She stopped and looked inside the corpse. “Oh no.”
“What happened?”
“I think I cut through
the liver.”
I gagged, pinching my eyelids shut.
I felt Sue’s cold hand on
my arm. “Are you sure you’re
all right?”
I don’t know if it was the
smell, my anxiety, or a combination of the two, but I couldn’t
take it anymore. I needed to get
out of the classroom. “I’m sorry,”
I said, grabbing my things and
rushing to the door.
I bolted to the library and
walked up to the second floor.
As I glanced around the stacks
of books and breathed in the
iconic smell every library had,
I started to calm down. I found
the empty table near the back,
hidden in the middle of the Biblical commentary section. It was
my favorite spot to hide away
when I needed a break from human interaction.
I set up shop and started

working on some homework.
After a few hours, I sat back
in my chair, stretching out
my back.
“I like your shirt.”
I jerked forward, ramming
my ribs into the table. I didn’t
scream, but I screwed up my
face in agony.
“Oh my gosh! Tony, are you
okay?” Sue asked.
Where did she come from?
“Y-yeah, I’m fine,” I said, rubbing
my chest. “Thank you.”
She rose an eyebrow. “For
what? Startling you?”
I shook my head. “Didn’t you
say you liked my shirt?”
“Oh, yeah.” She shook her
head. “Sorry, I didn’t mean to
scare you.”
“It’s fine.”
Silence fell between us again.
Sue pointed at the seat across
from me. “Can I sit with you?”
I nodded.
She sat and glanced around
the stacks of books. “This is my
favorite spot in the library.”
I looked at her. “Why?”
Her brown eyes met mine for
the second time that day. “It’s
quiet. No one else sits back here,
so it’s like a small sanctuary.
Plus, I can get away from other people.”
I sighed. “That’s why I like it,
too.”
She twisted her mouth to one

side. We’d broken eye-contact
by then, but I could tell she had
something else on her mind.
“I’m sorry for today,” I said.
She crossed one arm across
her chest. “That’s funny; I was
going to apologize for today,
too.”
I felt my lips curl into a smile.
“You have nothing to apologize
for. I was… overwhelmed. And
dissecting a frog at the same
time didn’t help.”
Sue chuckled. “I was, too, so
you’re not alone.”
My eyes widened. “You were?”
She nodded. “Why do you
think I cut open the liver? I was
shaking so bad I couldn’t keep
the knife steady.”
I laughed for a moment and
looked back at her.
She stood. “Well, I should
probably get going. I’m glad
you’re okay.”
“Wait, Sue,” I said. “You can
stay if you want. I have at least
another hour’s worth of work to
do, and it would be nice to have
someone else around.”
“Are you sure?”
I nodded. “Plus, it’s nice to
talk to someone other than my
roommate for once.”
She grinned. “All right.” She
reclaimed her chair and pulled
her laptop from her backpack,
along with a couple of folders.
The rest of the night was

spent in companionable silence,
working on homework and enjoying a new friendship that
blossomed over a dead frog.
echo@taylor.edu

Author bio

Lindsey Metzger is a
writer from the cornfields
of Indiana. She currently
attends Taylor University as
a Professional Writing Major.
She is pursuing her dream
of writing murder mystery
novels and is currently
the Features Editor of The
Echo, Taylor University’s
newspaper. She has been
published 16 times, varying
between devotions, book
reviews, and articles in The
Echo. Her passions include
murder mysteries, adventure
and cats.

echo@taylor.edu

Fine arts is a new addition to The Echo. It exists to give an individual spotlight to student voices on Taylor’s
campus. Submissions of all forms of prose, poetry, art and photography are now open.
Email all submissions or questions to
mer_fenton@taylor.edu

OPINIONS

TheEchoNews.com

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Justin Chapman
Editor in Chief

Sam Jones
Opinions Editor

Kassidy Weemhoff
Online Editor

Matthew Phillips
Associate Editor

Lindsey Metzger
Features Editor

Madi Turpin
News Co-Editor

Photograph by Josie Koontz

The new multicultural statement affirms the
diversity of the Taylor Community.

Our View

Doing the next right
thing
When we read Taylor’s newly ratified Multicultural Philosophy Statement (MPS), we
were struck by how much it resembles another foundational Taylor document — the Life
Together Covenant (LTC).
According to Rev. Greg Dyson, special assistant to the
president for intercultural initiatives, the similarities are intentional, as the statement was
meant to reflect the themes
and concepts of the LTC.
“The Life Together Covenant mentions these concepts
in general, but this statement
becomes more of a magnifying
glass,” Dyson said.
Interim President Paige
Cunningham echoed this sentiment in an official statement
about the MSP, affirming Taylor’s commitment to living out
the LTC by acknowledging and
forgiving mistakes and celebrating each other.
Of the many themes the
MSP covers, we were struck by
the humble way in which the
statement addressed forgiveness and apologies for past
mistakes.
“We acknowledge that our
individual and community
actions do not always demonstrate our commitment to
treat one another as equal
image bearers of Jesus Christ,”
the statement reads. “When
any of us falls short of obedience, God calls us to come before him in repentance and to
be reconciled with one another. When we harm one another,
we are expected to forgive one
another, restore relationships,
and make restitution.”
When entering into a conversation about a multi-faceted and complicated topic like
diversity, it is important to remember that people have been
hurt in the past. Mistakes have
been made. Relationships have
been damaged.
However, Dyson said that
acknowledging these mistakes is an essential part of

moving forward.
“We believe it’s very important to acknowledge potential mistakes but also
acknowledge that it’s not just
the mistakes of the past. We
may make mistakes in the future,” Dyson said. “We want to
make sure that we acknowledge whenever we hurt people — in the past or in the
future — that we are human.
We don’t always get it right.
But when we get it wrong, we
should know what to do next.
So that becomes part of the
process. . . . The willingness to
wrestle with the next is equally important.”
In other words — to borrow a phrase often used by
Jeff Cramer, associate professor of computer science and
engineering — do the next
right thing.
However, doing the next
right thing is not always easy.
When we fail to live up to our
Christian calling, it is easy to
be paralyzed into inaction by
reflecting for too long on our
mistakes.
When our mistakes keep us
from moving forward, Paul encourages us to forget what lies
behind as we move forward.
After all, it is only through
the grace of God that we are
forgiven and are able to grow
from our mistakes.
“Brothers and sisters, I do
not consider myself yet to have
taken hold of it. But one thing
I do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is
ahead. I press on toward the
goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:13-14, NIV).
This is not to say that we
should forget our past mistakes entirely. We cannot
change the past, but we can
admit our mistakes and learn
from them. It’s really all we
can do.
Do the next right thing.
echo@taylor.edu

“I can see Upland having characteristics much
like these New Testament towns.”
The reason I love the town of Upland
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Redeeming our technology
Technology and the Life
Together Covenant

I’d like to submit a response to
“The community killer on our
campus” by Pat McNamara, published in the Dec. 6 issue of The
Echo. I don’t know Pat, but his
well-articulated piece caught
my eye.
Inspired by his observation
of students’ improved sense
of community during a power outage when electronic devices became inoperable, Pat’s
article convincingly illustrated
what he called a “true addiction
to technology as entertainment”
which is exactly why we emphasize the “theology of technology”
in COS 104. In class, we attempt
to encourage healthy evaluation
of our interactions with media,
social platforms and really, all
technology — to be aware and
mitigate damage caused if technology is used irresponsibly.
Pat also drew a connection
to the LTC, asking “Should it
start addressing the epidemic
of technology on campus?” and
included legitimate expressions
of concern from students dealing with the addictive nature of
technology. He ends with a call
to put “technology as entertainment” in its proper place, which
is a very mature reflection of a
power outage.
This might be a good time to
point out I’d be a complete hypocrite if I claimed to be unaffected by the lure of technology
because this issue isn’t limited
to the current generation by any
means. As an often clumsy Jesus-follower and equally clumsy
techie, my own efforts have had
mixed results over the years.
I love using technology, as entertainment or otherwise, and I
find it a fitting way to reflect the
creative nature of The Creator,

Photograph by Jake Nichols

Tim Ziegler works diligently on a project.

as long as it’s in its “proper
place,” as Pat wrote. Addictive
behavior is a pretty good sign
that technology isn’t in the right
place.
But how can we help each
other to avoid or get out of this
technology trap that so easily entangles us (Hebrews 12:1)? Sometimes before we can really help
others, we have to first look at
ourselves. This means redeeming our time, (Ephesians 5:15-16)
or reclaiming wasted time lost
to the consuming machine of
modern technology and entertainment. Daily, I suggest:
1. Make an effort as soon as
you wake, before your feet touch
the floor, to commit that day and
your activities to the Lord.

2. Take at least 15 minutes
to engage with God’s Word. Did
you know that an average reader
can read the entire Bible in one
year reading about 15 minutes
per day? That’s 91 hours in one
year. Compare that to 1,353 hours
the average person uses looking
at their cell phone each year, according to eMarketer.
After this, you can move on to
other practical things that can
help you or others. What are
those things? They can be different for everyone: turn notifications off so you aren’t distracted
by social media, uninstall games
from your phone or unplug your
TV or console. Without judgment, look to encourage others
that might be struggling.

Make a decision to prioritize
people instead of technology,
especially if you are one to isolate yourself for the sake of your
favorite gadget. There can be a
real strength in forging relationships over time, and that only
happens when you look away
from your screen and toward
another person. Find a balance
— don’t just avoid technology.
Embrace technology by engaging it in ways that honor God.
Use your smartphone this week
to call your mom, dad, sibling
or friend and tell them you love
them or are thinking of them . . .
then find someone here on campus, go get some coffee and start
a conversation.
echo@taylor.edu

The reason I love the town of Upland
Small town provides
community and support

This town of Upland is, joyfully, my home.
When others think of Upland, they generally think of
it for two reasons: either Ivanhoe’s or Taylor University. I
know people who think of Upland as a “cute” place to live.
Some think of it as a bubble,
a little piece of Americana —
and it can be.
For seven years in the 1980s,
my family lived near the state
capital of Annapolis, Md. While
living there, I could have chosen to work in one place, lived
in a different city, worshipped
in another city and have my
children attend a school apart
from their church friends.
Thus, we could have been living a disconnected life and
in so doing could have been
tempted to be one type of person in one place and another
type of person in another place.
As I read the New Testament,
I am struck by the number of
interactions that occur between neighbors, family and
friends. The towns in Scripture

Photograph provided by Echo Archives

Upland’s new welcome sign, built in 2019, welcomes newcomers.

were smaller, the relationships
tighter, the family tentacles
reached farther and the legacies deeper.
I can see Upland having
characteristics much like these
New Testament towns. Land
ownership is meaningful. The
church I go to also has people I
work with and neighbors that I
live by. The life I live in front of
my colleagues at work is also
seen as I work on my house, as
I worship and interact at my
home church and at the sporting events of my children. Connected. Everywhere. One area
of my life flowing seamlessly
into other areas of my life.
These truths were brought
home to me more than I ever
could have imagined at the
recent passing of my mother.

My mom and dad moved to
Upland in 2005. Dad passed
in 2008. Mom remarried Tim
Diller, a former Taylor faculty
member and fellow employee.
She retired from Taylor’s athletic laundry position at age 86,
two years ago. Mom taught local children piano until three
months before she died. She
sat next to me in church most
Sundays, and we shared a meal
in the DC after church. My family tied to my work, tied to my
neighbors, tied to nearly every
part of my life.
And I have learned to love
those deep connections.
This little town of 3,500, including our Taylor students,
has made me a more complete
follower of Christ. It challenges me to live a more consistent

life because I share my life at
so many levels. I have learned
that Christ is honored when
we share life deeply, when we
live life consistently and when
the parts of our lives are put together as a whole.
Upland may have challenges I have to remember so I can
be made a more complete follower of Christ. But in many
ways, it has shaped me into a
more complete person than I
had ever anticipated when this
journey began 31 years ago.
Yep, this little Town of Upland is my home. My failures
are a little more known and my
joys a little more shared. I rejoice over that fact.
I hope you are encouraged
to make it your home one day.
echo@taylor.edu

ANYTHING YOU’D LIKE TO ADD?
Guest Columns

600 word limit
3 local, expert sources required

Letters to the Editor

300 word limit
No sources required, include
your year

All submissions are due Sunday at midnight
The Echo only accepts column submissions from current faculty, staff and students.
Please direct submissions to sam_jones2@taylor.edu
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Taylor hits The Shot Heard ’Round the NAIA
Degenkolb shows the
ice in his veins as he hits
full-court game winner
Nathaniel Boer
Staff Writer

Senior Mason Degenkolb will forever be a legend to Taylor University.
With 1.6 seconds remaining on
the clock and the game tied at 8585, Degenkolb was inbounded the
ball, threw up the ball from full
court and put the game to bed.
“All the glory to God, it’s my last
season, and I’m not ready for it to
be done yet,” Degenkolb said. “God
gave me the ability to play basketball at the college level and he put
me in that position to make that
shot. So I can’t take all the credit
for it.”
Against nationally ranked No. 13
Grace College, Taylor knew they
were the underdogs, but they sure
didn’t play like it. The Trojans were
up by 15 points in the first half.
Then came the last two minutes.
With two minutes and 32 seconds remaining on the clock a
three pointer by Grace’s Charlie
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Mason Degenkolb drained a full court shot against Grace that went viral.

Warner brought the game to 78-77,
in the Trojan’s favor. Taylor never
lost the lead, but with yet another
three pointer by Warner the game
was tied.
From the intramural courts, to
the student center and even to

Swallow Robin; Degenkolb’s shot
was known.
“It’s something that you
dream about as a kid, being a
basketball player,” Degenkolb
said, “Just throwing it up for the
game winner.”

Trojans take two of three

Offense erupts
in road bouts

Trojans go an
unprecedented
17-0 at home
Nathaniel Boer

Semifinals against Bethel University, whom the Trojans beat 74-70
in their last meeting.
ESPN has re-posted the video
on their social media and ESPN
interviewed Degenkolb live
on Thursday morning. He also

Staff Writer
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Taylor baseball went 2-1 against Lindsey Wilson College in a non-conference series.

with three RBI’s.
The weekend ended on another
sweet note, with Taylor winning the
second game of their Saturday double-header. The final score was 10-6,
the closest of the three games.
The Trojans didn’t lead for a majority of the game but took a 6-4 lead
in the top of the seventh. Five pitchers took the mound for Taylor, with
junior Kole Barkhaus recording 5 K’s,
the game high.
Head Coach Kyle Gould was
pleased with his team’s performance,
saying that “I would have liked to win
all three, but I liked seeing how we
bounced back on Saturday.”
He recognized the importance of
these non-conference matchups, as
they give the team a chance to refine
their skills and gather momentum
and rhythm.
Rusche also weighed in on the importance of non-conference play.
“They expose what we need to
work on to be really good. When we
get to conference games, we want to
be playing our best baseball.”
This series was the first away competition that the baseball team has

had since returning from their J-term
trip to Arizona.
A trip that the players learned a
lot from.
“That two-week trip really helped
with team bonding,” Bass said. “The
weather here isn’t great, but we play
in it together as a team.”
The Trojans showed that sense of
team unity well over the weekend
after falling behind early in all three
games and managing two comefrom-behind victories.
“We weren’t rattled,” Bass said
about his team’s resilience. “You can’t
get down on yourself early. Leadership is about being composed.”
With 12 games now under their
belt, the Trojans have certainly had
ample opportunity to improve and
show their talents. If they can manage to keep playing the way they are,
then the 2020 season may be one
to remember.
The Trojans open Crossroads
League play at Goshen on March
6, so get ready to cheer on the Taylor baseball team as they prepare
to take the season to the next level.
echo@taylor.edu

History is earned. Perfection
is taken.
The Taylor women’s basketball team remained perfect
at home, 17-0. With their win
against rival Indiana Wesleyan University they finished a
historic regular season 28-3.
Every single point that the
Trojans scored was done so
by one of the five seniors, all
of whom started. Despite going into the third quarter only
up by one point, the Trojans
dug deep and it paid off as
they outplayed, outhustled
and outscored the Wildcats
in a 23-11 4th quarter.
“This group of seniors is
special,” Head Coach Jody
Martinez said. “It’s been a
great journey from not knowing them at all, not even recruiting them, to where they
completely and fully buy in.”
Senior Becca Buchs had
herself a day, scoring 27 and
earning her second Crossroads Player of the Week on

Sour season, yet awards
abound for men’s basketball

Taylor earns four
CoSIDA honors

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Becca Buchs had 27 points in the
win over Indiana Wesleyan.

Justin Chapman

Home Sweet Home
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Senior class leads with most wins in program history.

the season.
Not to mention Buchs also
hit the game-winning three
against Mount Vernon Nazarene University, dropping 28
on the night. Seniors Jamie
Netzley and Abby Buchs also
were both a rebound shy of
reaching double doubles with
11 points with 9 rebounds, and
12 points with 9 rebounds,
respectively.
Against Indiana Wesleyean,
Becca Buchs shot 7-11 from
behind the arc, totaling 112
3-pointers for the season,
breaking her own record of
3-pointers in a season. Two
of the seven threes were back
to back, sparking the electric
17-0 run in the 4th quarter.
“Before the 4th quarter,
Coach really challenged us
to play hard,” said senior forward Haley Stratman.
And play hard they did.
There are few stats that can
accurately quantify hustle
and hard work. But looking where the Trojans have
struggled throughout the
season, in points allowed and
turnovers, both were key to
their win.
The Trojans have been allowing 60 points per game

to opponents throughout
the season. Against Indiana
Wesleyan they allowed 49.
The Trojans have also had a
hard time taking care of the
ball at times this season,
but against Indiana Wesleyan they had 9 turnovers, and
forced 18 from the Wildcats.
The Trojans have shot the
3 at a remarkable rate on the
season, ranking No. 1 in the
NAIA for 3-pt percentage at
40.9% and No. 2 in the NAIA
for 3-pt field goals per game
at 11.8.
However, the game was
characterized by their aggressive team defense that
held Indiana Wesleyan University well under their season average of 68 points to
49.
“ We played really confident and aggressive,” Buchs
s a i d . “ It ’s t h e c o m m i t ment that coach Martinez
makes to us, it’s what makes
the difference.”
The Trojans faced Huntington on Friday in the
Crossroads League Semifinals. With a win, they will
advance to the Crossroads
League Finals today.
echo@taylor.edu

F inal C rossroads

Editor in Chief

Amid a 17-14 season, the men’s
basketball t eam still has
hope despite a less than stellar season.
After a thrilling 88-85 victory against No. 13 Grace College, thanks to senior Mason
Degenkolb’s buzzer beater,
the Trojans season is still alive
as they move to the semifinals in the Crossroads League
Tournament.
At this point in the season,
the Trojans will not receive
an at-large bid to the national tournament. However,
winning their conference tournament would grant them an

talked on Thursday’s episode of
the Dan Dakich show on ESPN
107.5 The Fan. The play earned
SportsCenter’s No. 1 distinction
in their famous “Top Ten” plays
segment on Wednesday night.
echo@taylor.edu

Staff Writer

Kyle Hayward

The Trojan baseball team had a
three-game series at Lindsey Wilson College last weekend and came
out with two wins and a loss. This series followed a 10-day break since the
team’s last game, a home win against
Olivet Nazarene.
The first game of the series was
played on Friday, and the Trojans
had some rust to shake off. Taylor fell
by a score of 8-2 and didn’t get a run
on the scoreboard until the fourth inning when freshman Matthew Dutkowski hit a homer over center field.
This ended up being the only
home run in an off night for the
Trojans, who ended the game with
just nine hits in 37 at bats. Three of
those hits were courtesy of sophomore Nick Rusche, who had six total hits over the weekend.
“We can’t use rust as an excuse;
they probably had a break before
that game too,” Rusche said about
the first game of the series. “It’s about
coming out and playing hard every
game.”
Taylor got back to winning ways
in the second contest, beating the
Blue Raiders by a score of 13-5. Junior
Noah Huseman pitched for seven innings, striking out eight batters.
On the offensive side of things,
the Trojan bats really picked up this
game, connecting on 11 of their 30
at bats. Sophomore Ben Kalbaugh
and senior Brett Lawson both had a
home run in the second inning, and
sophomore T.J. Bass ended the game

Degenkolb led all scorers with
23 points and sophomore Jason
Hubbard posted an impressive
21 points and 9 rebounds with
an additional 2 blocks.
With the win Taylor will advance to the Crossroads League

r e c o r d i n c o n f e r e n c e p l ay s h o w n
Photograph provided by Echo Archives

Taylor upset Grace and moves on in the Crossroads League tournament

automatic bid.
No matter what happens
though, this team holds some
quality players who deserve
some recognition.
First, four members from the
team were honored with receiving the CoSIDA Academic
All-District award. Taylor led
all men’s basketball programs
among all collegiate levels with
four awards.
Th e aw a rd s g o o u t t o

outstanding athlet es and
stu d ent s f rom e a ch c o l lege program.
The four players include senior guards Mason Degenkolb
and Ryan Robinson, junior forward James McCloud and junior
guard Vincent Miranda.
“They work extremely hard
and have honed the habits to find
balance in carrying very hectic
schedules,” said Head Coach Josh
BASKETBALL continues on Page 10

Women’s Basketball
Final Standings
1. Marian
2. Taylor
3. Saint Francis
4. Indiana Wesleyan
5. Huntington
6. Grace
7. Mt. Vernon
8. Spring Arbor
9. Bethel
10. Goshen

16-2
15-3
14-4
13-5
9-9
9-9
8-10
3-15
2-16
1-17

Men’s Basketball
Final Standings
1. Indiana Wesleyan
2. Marian
3. Grace
4. Spring Arbor
5. Saint Francis
6. Taylor
7. Bethel
8. Mt. Vernon
9. Huntington
10. Goshen

16-2
14-4
11-7
10-8
9-9
8-10
8-10
8-10
6-12
0-18

“I think we got our rhythm back. Our defense showed
up and our offense showed up when we needed it.”
Trojan softball plays in Tennessee
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Trojan softball plays in Tennessee
Defense, pitching
lead to three wins
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

The Taylor softball team played in
the Bear Creek Tournament last
weekend and went 3-1 in the twoday event. The games were their
first since the J-term Arizona trip
and improved the team’s record to
9-3 on the year.
The Trojans started off the weekend against the University of Rio
Grande. The game was a pitcher’s
duel throughout, as a single run in
the fourth inning on an RBI double
from senior Erin Cozad was enough
for a 1-0 win.
Sophomore Maddi Evans threw
a complete-game one-hit perfors
mance as she kept Rio Grande off
the board the whole game. Evans
struck out 10 batters in the effort
and managed to escape a bases-loaded jam in the seventh and
final inning.
“All my pitches were working that
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A 9-3 start to the season has Taylor
receiving votes in the NAIA polls.

day,” Evans said. “And I always have
trust in my defense.”
Taylor capped off Friday with
another win, as they took down
University of the Cumberlands 5-3.
After the two squads exchanged
runs in the first, Taylor took the
lead for good in the fifth on junior Lauren Kanai’s double. Kanai pitched four solid innings and
picked up the win with junior Jessica Doctor closing out the final three
and earning the save.
The Trojans continued their

strong pitching and defense into
Saturday as they took down Lawrence Tech 5-1 in the day’s first
game. The Trojans put up two runs
in the second frame, as Evans came
home on freshman Caitlyn Grim’s
groundout and sophomore Ashton
Whitman came home on a single
from freshman Emma West.
Taylor then broke things open in
the third inning on a gapper from
Whitman. Her two-out double gave
the Trojans a 4-0 lead.
“I knew there were two outs,”
Whitman said. “So I was just trying to put something in the gap and
score both runners (on base). I was
just looking for a pitch middle-out
that I could push to the gap and she
threw one right there.”
Kanai had another strong outing on the mound and threw six
scoreless innings, earning the win.
Senior Darby Shaw closed out the
game with a 1-run 7th inning.
The final game in the four-game
set didn’t go as well as the first
three though, and Taylor dropped
a close 4-2 game with Webber

International University. The Trojans grabbed an early 1-0 lead in the
second, but gave up two runs in the
bottom half of the second and third
innings.
Despite the close loss to a strong
Webber team, the Bear Creek Tournament was a solid run for Taylor,
especially considering it was their
first action in nearly a month.
“It was a good weekend,” Evans
said. “We faced a lot of good competition. I think we got our rhythm
back. Our defense showed up and
our offense showed up when we
needed it.”
Whitman mentioned the importance of getting early-season
games in as they head into conference play.
With a 9-3 start and impressive
wins to begin the year, Taylor softball is in a good spot. Now, they turn
their focus to conference play and
continuing the strong start.
After a 25-11 record in conference
play and a 36-17 record overall last
season, Head Coach Erin Kotlarz
thinks they can build on their win

The Astros just made things worse

BASKETBALL continued from
Page 9

Weak apology heightens
repercussions
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

Cheating is a part of sports.
It has been for centuries. Athletes desire gaining an advantage
over their opponent, and some go
the route of finding illegal advantages. Some people say everyone
is cheating, and it’s only a matter
of who gets caught.
Well, the Houston Astros got
caught stealing signs, and that may
not even sound that illegal at first
mention.
Sign-stealing isn’t anything unusual. Oftentimes, players will
attempt to steal a catcher and
tpitcher’s signs by taking peeks in
ato home plate and relaying them
.back to the dugout.
a Sometimes, it works. Pitchers
emay start struggling for no appar,ent reason, and then people figure
-out that maybe the batter knows
dwhat the pitcher is throwing.
. So, what makes the Astros situeation so much different, and why
eis there so much more backlash
earound this than other situations
tof cheating? No one seemed to be
Athis outraged over the Patriots’
espygate scandal or the superstars
of MLB juicing with steroids.
s The first reason is how the As-tros went about stealing signs. No
tone cares if you have someone
-who’s peeking in at the catcher’s
-fingers, but the Astros stole signs
oelectronically.
“Stealing signs is a part of base-ball and softball,” Softball Head
sCoach Erin Kotlarz said. “People
-were trying to steal our signs last
zyear. It’s always been a part of the
sgame. It’s when you take it to the
next level and use technology is
-where that crosses the line.”
e The Astros didn’t just catch a

l
s
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Out-roar over Astros’ sign-stealing continues into MLB Spring Training

team napping because the team’s
signs were too easy to crack, they
used video cameras and may have
even used buzzers inside players’
jerseys to alert them of incoming
fastballs or breaking balls.
Now, how much is known about
what went on is unclear, but with
their general manager and manager both being suspended one year,
along with forfeiting draft picks, it’s
obvious there was something illegal going on in the Astros dugout.
“Using technology to decode
signs and relay them to the hitter is
cheating and should be offensive to
anyone who loves the game,” Baseball Head Coach and Athletic Director Kyle Gould said.
On top of the method of stealing
signs, the Astros also cost players
awards, rings and money.
“Everyone knows they stole the
ring from us,” said Los Angeles
Dodgers outfielder Cody Bellinger.

The Astros defeated the Dodgers
in a tightly-contested seven game
series in 2017, the year the Astros
were found to be cheating.
Aaron Judge, who finished second in the 2017 American League
MVP race behind the Astros’ Jose
Altuve, felt as though that award
was taken from him.
The other reason people are
so outraged by this incident was
the apology, or should I say lack
of apology, given by the Astros.
The incident had somewhat died
down, until they gave a lackluster apology to the media upon
the start of spring training.
Astros owner Jim Crane even
went as far as saying that the
sign-stealing didn’t matter in his
apology to the media.
“This didn’t impact the game,”
Crane said. “We had a good
team. We won the World Series,
we’ll leave it there.”

total and make a run at the conference title.
“Winning (conference) is one big
goal we always have,” Kotlarz said.
“But that’s something this year
that we really want and think we
can achieve. And we’d love to make
a run at 40 wins as well, which is
usually a good goal to set, but mostly just grow as a team on and off
the field.”
Those aren’t their only goals
though.
The Trojans are hoping they
can crack into the NAIA Top 25 and
prove to themselves and others that
they compete.
“You don’t always want to make
it about rankings,” Kotlarz said.
“But it’s about getting that recognition they deserve. It’s something
we’re striving towards.”
If they continue their strong play
into the coming weeks, the recognition should come.
Taylor will start the Crossroads
League season with a home doubleheader on March 10 at 4 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu

Crane also said he didn’t feel
like he should be held accountable for the sign-stealing.
Astros shortstop Carlos Correa claimed they won “fair and
square” and took a shot back
at Bellinger’s comment about
stealing the World Series.
The Astros seemed to be in a
good spot heading into spring
training. Much of the backlash surrounding the event had
died down, they had been punished and people were mostly
just waiting on a sincere apology. Most sports fans and fellow
athletes don’t get hung up on
cheating.
They blew that though with
their apology, and now will have
to deal with even more consequences from their peers.
As Gould puts it, “This isn’t
going to die down anytime soon.”
echo@taylor.edu

Andrews. “The level of discipline
required to perform in the classroom while competing in a high
level program is intense.”
While it is sad to see two great
seniors leave the basketball program soon, Degenkolb and Robinson will go down in the books
as two of the top scorers alltime for Taylor.
Degenkolb is currently the
fifth all-time scorer for Taylor with 1,921 points. Robinson
lands at tenth with 1,785 points
scored, although his first two
seasons he came off the bench
for the Trojans.
Robinson holds a 3.54 GPA,
while McCloud sits at 3.64, Degenkolb at 3.81 and Miranda at
a perfect 4.0.
“Scoring the points is fun and
all but I think I’m most proud
that I was able to excel in the
classroom during my time at
Taylor,” Degenkolb said. “There
have been a whole lot of late
nights over the past four years
and to see the fruition is definitely rewarding.”
A 16-14 regular season is
not something to be applauded — although the Crossroads
League is one of the toughest
leagues to play in — however,
these four men and their efforts
on the court and off should be.
Excelling at one full-time job
as a student is one thing, exceeding at that and being an
exceptional athlete is another.
While team accomplishments such as making the national tournament are the
most important thing, individual awards should not be
overlooked.
The regular season did not go
as successfully as the Trojans
hoped, but let’s recognize the
players who tried their hardest
to keep the season going.
echo@taylor.edu

March 2, 2020 MONDAY

Women’s Basketball
3/2 Crossroads League Championship 7 p.m.

Men’s Basketball

3/3 Crossroads League Championship 7 p.m.

Baseball

3/6 Goshen College (A) 3 p.m.
3/7 Goshen College (A)(DH) 1 p.m.

Men’s Lacrosse
3/7 Mount Vernon (A) 1 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse
3/5 Georgetown College (A) 6 p.m.

Women’s Softball

3/6 Indiana University-South Bend (A)(DH) 1 p.m.

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor
Athletics

Women’s Basketball
2/22 Indiana Wesleyan

W 62-49

2/25 Mount Vernon

W 68-66

B. Buchs- 27 PTS, 7 3PM, 4 REB
Stratman- 16 PTS, 3 REB
A.Buchs- 8 PTS, 10 REB
Huffman- 7 PTS, 5 AST
Netzley- 4 PTS, 6 REB, 5 AST, 5 STL

B. Buchs- 28 PTS, 7 3PM, 4 REB
A. Buchs- 12 PTS, 9 REB
Netzley- 11 PTS, 9 REB

Men’s Basketball
2/22 Indiana Wesleyan

Degenkolb- 21 PTS, 4 REB
Robinson- 14 PTS, 3 AST
Hubbard- 8 PTS, 11 REB, 4 BLK, 3 AST
Penha- 8 PTS, 7 REB
Miranda- 13 PTS, 5 REB, 2 AST

2/26 Grace College

Degenkolb- 23 PTS, 6 REB, 4 AST
Hubbard- 21 PTS, 9 REB, 2 BLK
Penha- 19 PTS, 6 REB
Robinson- 17 PTS, 3 AST

W 88-85

Men’s Track and Field
2/22 Findlay Open

2nd of 4

Women’s Track and Field
2/22 Findlay Open

2nd of 4

Baseball
2/21 Lindsey Wilson College

L 2-8

2/22 Lindsey Wilson College

W 13-5

2/22 Lindsey Wilson College

W 10-6

Rusche- 3 H
Dutkowski- 2 H, 1 RBI
Morris- 2 H, 1 RBI

Bass- 1 HR, 3 RBI
Morris- 2 H, 3 RBI
Kalbaugh- 3 H, 1 HR, 3 RBI
Lawson- 1 HR, 3 RBI
Huseman- 7 IP, 4 ER, 8 K

Kalbaugh- 3 H, 2 RBI
Lawson- 2 H, 5 RBI
Barkhaus- 3 IP, 1 ER, 5 K

2/25 Defiance College
2/25 Defiance College

Softball
2/21 University of Rio Grande

W 1-0

2/21 University of
the Cumberlands

W 5-3

2/22 Lawrence Tech

W 5-1

2/22 Webber International

L 2-4

West- 2 H
Cozad- 1 H, 1 RBI
Evans- 7 IP, 10 K, 0 R, 0 H

Kanai- 2 H, 2 RBI
Abruzzo 1 H, 2 RBI
Tucker- 2 H, 1 R
Kanai- 4 IP, 4 K, 1 R
Doctor- 3 IP, 2 R, 1 K

Whitman- 2 H, 2 R, 2 RBI
Kanai- 6 IP, 3 K, 3 H, 0 R

Grim- 3 H, 1 RBI
Wilson- 1 H, 1 RBI
Doctor- 4 IP, 3 H, 0 R

Top 25 Polls
Women’s Basketball
Women’s Softball
Women’s Golf
Men’s Indoor Track
Women’s Indoor Track

No. 7
RV
No. 4
No. 12
No. 22

Matthew Sakeuh

Jamie Netzley
Basketball

Track and Field

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Mathematics Education

Sydney Huffman
Soccer

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

(765) 998-7261

Hometown

South Elgin, IL

Guard

•

Year

Senior

Photograph by Hannah Waltz

L 73-98

Sophomore
Anderson, IN

Major

Public Rel ations

Position

Sprints, Hurdles,
and Jumps

Funniest Teammate
Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s Yo u r
Own

Darryl Robinson
Football and
Basketball
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